
From his Account of his Childhood. 

During the war with England a circumstance occurred that in 
the end made him a most deierfnimsd Abolitionist: & led him to 
declare, or Swear: Eieriial war with Slavery. He v/as staying 
for a short time with a very gentlemanly landlord since a 
United States Marshall who held a slave boy nea:r his own age 
very active, inteligent and good feeling ; and to whom John 
was under considerable obligation for numerous little acts of 
kindness. The master made a great pet of Jolin : brought him 
to table with his first company ; & "friends ; called their atten- 
tion to every little smart thing he said or did: & to the fact of 
his being more than a hundred miles from home with a com- 
pany of cattle alone ; while the negro boy (who was fully if not 
more tlian his equal) was badly clothed, poorly fed ; and lodged 
in cold weather ; <Sn beaten before his eyes with Iron Shovels 
or any other thing that came first to hand. This brought John 
to reflect on the wretched, hopeless condition, of Fatherless 
Motherless slave children: for such children have neither 
Fathers or Mothers to protect, & provide for them. He some- 
times would raise the question ss God their Father 1 

* 

John Brown's Reading and Family Worship, as described 

BY HIS Daughter. 

.My dear father's favorite boolts, of a historical character, 
were " RolUn's Ancient History," Josephus, Plutarch, " Napo- 
leon and his Marshals," and the Life of Oliver CromwelL Of 
religious books, Baxter's " Saints' Rest " (in speaking of which 
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at ohi?; tj)!Sie he. s«id h€: could hot sea tioiv any pmo|&''could 
j€''A. it 'Jtv<3n%gh carefully without bet^;sA^iug a CKinstian'), the 

Pilgrim's Frogress/V>»d Henry-" On . Mei^^^ Bdt above 
all oSters, Bible was his favorite voSume ; 8m4'h£ bad. such 
a perfeci- feowlcdge of it ifaat when acj person was i-eading 
it, he would i^iTi^ct the least mistake. His favorite passages 
were these, as mtix as X can remember : — 

" Rememu 'ihem that are in bonds m bound with tiiem." 

"Whoso BtoppcJli his eSair at the cry o£ the poor, he also shall 
cry himself, bat siiali not be heard." 

"He that hath bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he 
giveth his bread to poor." 

"A good name is rathe;; to be chosen than great riches, and 
loving favor rather thun silver or gold." 

" ^Vhoso mocketh the pent, niproacheth his Maker ; and he 
that is glad at calamities, shall not be unpunished." 

" He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he hath given will He pay to him again." 

"Give to hJm that asketh of thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn mt thou away." 

"A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast; but the 
tender mercies of the wick'id are craei." 

"Withhold not good ^m ihem to whom it is due, when it is 
in the power of thine hand to do it." 

"Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it ; except the Lord keepeth the city, the watchman 
walketh in vain." 

" I hate vain thoughts, but thy law do I love." 

The last chapter of Ecclesiastes was a favorite one, and on 
Fast-days and Thanksgivings he used very often to read the 
fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. 

When he would come home at night, tired out vnth. labor, he 
would, before going to bed, ask some of the family to read 
chapters (as was his usual course night and morning) ; and 
wo\jdd almost always feay, " Read one of David's P-alms." 

His favorite hynins (Watts's) were these: "Blow ye the 
trumpet, blowt" "Sweet is Thy word, my God, my King!" 
"I'll praise my Maker with my breath"; "Oh, happy is the 
man who htoirsi" "Why should we start, and fear to cUel" 
"With s6QgS and honors soimding loud"; "Ah,16vely appear- 
ance of death ! " 

ft . ... 

. i 
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Air Early Letter .on Slavkry. 

John Brown to his Brotktf Fradtrkk, , . , u . _ 

Randolph, Pa., Not. 21, i$34. 

Dear Brother^f- h& I have had only one letter i^roni Hiidsoti 
since yoii left here, and that, some weeks since, I begin to get 
uneasy and apprehensive that all is not well. I had satisfied 
my mind about it for some time, in expectation of seeing fathef 
here, but I begin to give that up for the present. Since you 
left me I have been trying to devise some means whereby I 
, might do something in'a practical way for ray poor fellow-men 
who are in bondage, i^nd having^ fully consulted the iefsliiigs of 
my v;ife and my tiSree boys; we- have agreed to ^et at least one 
negro boy or youth, and bring him up as we do our own,— 
vis., give him a good English educjation, lea; a him what we 
can about the history of the world, about bus'ness, about gea> 
eral subjec^ and, above all, try to teach him the fear of God. 
We think of tiiree ways to obtain one : First, to try to get some 
Chrisdan slaii eholder to release one to us. Second, to get a 
free one if no one will let us have one that is a slave. Third, 
if that does not succe^, v/e have all agreed to submit to con- 
siderable privation in order to buy one. This we are now using 
means in order to eff^<^t, in the confident expectation that God 
is about to bring th£<a all out of the house of bondage. 

I will just mention that when this subject was first intro- 
duced, Jason had gone to bed ; but no sooner did he hear the 
thing hinted, thin his warm heart kindled, and he turned out 
to have a part in the discussion of a subject of such exceeding 
interest. I have for years been trying to devise some way to 
get a school a-going here for blacks, and I think that on many 
accounts it would be a most favorable location. Children here 
would hav^ no intercourse with vicious peciple, of their own 
•land, nor with openly vicious persons of aiiy kind. TTiere 
would be no powerful opposition influence against such a 
thing; and should there be any, I believe the settlement might 
be so effected In future as to nave almost the whole influence 
of die place in favor of such a school. Write me how you 
would hke to join me, and try to get on frouii Hudson: and 
diereabouts some first-rate abolitionist families with you> t (k> 
honestly believe that our united exertions alone might soon, 
-with the good hand of our God upon us, eifFect it alU , . 
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This has been wit2s me % £ftvorite theme of refidctton for 
years. I think that a place which might ht in some measure 
settled with a view to such an object wottid be much more 
favorable to sach an undertakings than would any such place 
as Hudson; wfrh aH its conflicting interests and feelings ; and I 
do think such advantages ought to be aflforded the jroung 
blacks, whether they are all ta be immediately set free or not. 
Ttrham we might, under God, m that way do more towards 
breakup their yoke effectually than in any other. If the young 
blacks of our country could once become enlightened, it would 
most assuredly operate on slavery like firing powder confined 
in rock; and all slaveholders know it well. Witness their 
heavot''dariiQg laws against teaching blacks. If once the 
Christians in tibe" free States would set to work in earnest in 
teaching die Blacks, the people of the slaveholdin^ States 
would find theihselves constitutionally driven to set about the 
work oil eixiancipation immediately. The laws of this State are 
now such that inhabitants of any township may raise by a 
tax in aid of ^e State school-fund any amount of money they 
may choose by a vote, fbr the purpose of common schools, 
whidi any child may have access to by application. If you 
will join me in this undertaking, I will make with you any 
arr^igement of oar temporal concerns that shall be fair. Our 
health, is goo^ and our prospects abont busine^ rather 
brightening. Affectionately yoursj 

John Bkown. 

Instructions to his Springfield, Mass., ** Gileadites,'* 
AN Organization of Colored Feopls. 

WORDS OF ADVICE. 

Brcmckofthe Umitd States Leagtu ofGiUadiUs. Adopted /an, IS* 
j8si% Of writtm and recommended by John Brown ^ 

«*umoN IS strength." 

Notihhig so dliuins^ the ^drtom people ^pa'soaal bravery. 
Witness mt case of Cioquei^ of evoia^ing memoryr on board 
the** Apbtad." The trial for life of one bold and to soae 
exteot successful man, for defending his ri^ts in good earnest 
would arouse mcne sympa&y throug^ut die nation than the 
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accumulated w:<(^e^ and sufMngs of most tliaii tKree mUIiciia 
of our subodssive colored jK^Atioa. We need not mention 
the Greeks s*^ iy;^nff aMtmst tiie oppressive Turks* the Poles 
against Russiav >^ me Hungarians «g^nst Austria and B.4iS9lft 
combined, to ptox^ this. M/tay aw if/fmtd £s A^srSnim 
SiaUs imi WB^Ud omvki « xuM Jf*r d^emUng kis, lights to 0e 
last exinmify^ THis it »dfifitdtrst»Mt Sm^tm CMigmsmmf 
who inmkdtkxt^ r^iU^ truii fy jmy tkettld not ^ gmitted. 
to tht /miekfe^ Cctorsd people hv9^ ten times the number q£ 
fast friends among the whites thaA" tiiey suppose, and would 
have ten times the number diey now have were they but hal£ 
as much in earnest to secure dvor dearest rights as they are .to 
ape the folUes and estravaganoes at their wMte ne^hbors» and 
to indu^ in idle show, in ease, and in luxury. Just think ^£ 
the money expNi^ted by individuals in your behalf in tiie past 
twenty years I Think of the number who have been mobbed 
and imprisoned on yowx aooount! . Have any of you seen 
Branded Hand^ I]^ yoaut remwiber the names <^ Lovejoy and 
Torrey? 

ShouM one of your number be arrested, you must collect to- 
gether as qaM^y as postsible, so as to outnumber yotu* adver- 
saries who are taking an active past f^uiut you* Let no able- 
bodied man appear on the grouiKi uneqiumted, or with his 
weapons exposed to view : let diat be underwood beforehand. 
Your plans must be known only to yourself, and with. the un-. 
derstanding dut all trMtots must di^ wherever caught and 
proven to be gmi^. ** Whosoever is' fearful or afraid, let him 
return and depart early from. Mount Gilead" (Judges vuL 3 ; 
Deut XT. 8). Gi\T^ all cowards an oppmtunity to show it .on 
condition o€ hoMii^ thdr peace, 2^ not dday one moment 
after yon 4uv ready; yon vnUlose aU yonr resolution if yon do. 
Let tkej/maUomie^ signed for all engage; andwhenengaged 
do do_ymr,wo^ iy kalves^ ^atf make dean vto"k witk yotur 
enenues^—^ind he smre you meddle * f witn any others. By going 
about your bwness quaedy, you will get the job disposed 
before -the number that am ufHoar would bring together can 
collect; and you will have the advantage of those who come 
out against yon, for they wiU be wholly unprepared with either 
eqmpmoBts or maboicd plans; all with tibejm.will be confusion 
and tenor. Yonr eneai^ wili be slow to attack you after you - 
have done up the work nicely;, and if tibey slumid, they will 
have to aomrater yonr white friends as well as you; for yott 
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imoy' salely calcsalate on a divisioa of she wMtes, and ixnay fey 
Aat psea^nis get: to an honot&hle parley. 

• Be iiraJ, determined, and cool ; but let it fee wnderstocsd thot 
yois ai'e aot to.fce driven to, desperation withouK making it an 
awful 4ear job' to others as weU as to you. Give them tovloiow 
distii2,fil;iy t^at those who live in wooden houses should siot 
throw SrOi ua^ t^at you are just as able to suffer as 3rour wMte 
neighbors. e^ecSk^ '& rescue y if you are assailed, go into 

the Imises of your fiwst promifient and rifluential white friends 
with your wives ; and that will effedtially faste7i upon them the 
stispition of teing connected with you, and will compel them to make 
^ common iatise with you^ whether they would otherwise live up 
to their profession or not. This would leave them no choice in the 
Matter. Some would doubtless puve themselves true of their 
own choice ; others would flinch. That would be taking them 
at their own words. You may make a tumult in the court- 
room where a trial is going on, by burning gunpowder freely in 
paper packages, if you cannot thinU of any better way to create 
a momentary alarm, and might possibly give one or more of 
your; enemies a hoist . But in such case the prisoner will need 
to take the hint at once, and bestir himself ; and so should his 
friends improve the opportunity for a general rush. 

A lasso might possibly be applied to a slave-catcher for 
once with good effect. Hold on to your weapons, and never 
be persuaded to leave them, part with them, or have them far 
away from you. Stand by one another and by your friends, 
while a. drop of blood remains; and be hanged, if you must^ but 
Sell sio tales out of school. Make no confession. 

Union is strength. Without some well-digested arrange- 
ments nothing to any good purpose is likely to be done, let the 
demand be never so great. Witness the case of Hamlet and 
Long in New York, when there was no well-defined plan of 
operations or suitable preparation beforehand. 

The desired end may be effectually secured by the means 
proposed ; namely, the enjoyment of our inalienable rights. 

The Fight of Osawatomie. 
Published in the Newspapers at the Tifne, 

Early in the morning of the 30th of August the enemy's 
scouts approached to within one mile and a half of the western 
boundary of the town of Osawatomiei At this place my son 



Fyesiedck (who was not attached to my loses) Isad-Icdgei, viila 
some foiar oilie? yousag meii IroM La'svE'esicSs and ji ydmsg rassn 
tjamed Gayyisoa, from Middle Creek=, Hhe scowts^ led fey 
proslavery pyeacher named Wisitej shot mj son dead- m- thQ 
road, while he — as I have since ascertsiaed— supposed them 
to be Irleffidly. At ^he same time they btttchesred Mr Garrison, 
and badly mangled oae o£ the young men from LaOTeace, wh© 
came with my son, leaving him for dead. This was not far 
from suBrise. I had stopped during the night about two aad 
one-half miles from them, and nearly one mile from Osawat- 
omie. I had no organized force. ?jut only some twelve or 
fifteen new recruits, who were ordered to leave their prepara- 
tions for breakfast and follow me into the town, as soon as, 
this news was brought to me. 

As I had no means of learning correctly the force of the 
enemy, I placed twelve of the recruits in a log-house, hoping 
we might be able to defend the town. I then gathered some 
fifteen more men together, whom we armed with guns ; and we 
started in the direction of the enemy. After going a few rods, 
we could see them approaching ^e town in line of battle, 
about half a mile off, upon a hiU west of the viU^e. I then 
gave up ali idea of doing more than to annoy, from the timber 
near the town, into which we were all retreated, and which was 
filled with a thick growth of underbrush; but I had no time to 
recall the twelve men in the log-house, and &o lost their assist- 
ance in the fight. At the point above named I met with 
Captain Cline, a very active young man, who had with him 
some twelve or fifteen mounted men, and persuaded him io go 
with us into the timber, on the southern shore of the Osage, or 
Marais des Cygnes^ a Uttle to the north-west from the village. 
Here the v^^en, numbering not more than thirty in all^ were 
directed to scatter and secrete themselves as well as they 
could, and await the approach of the enemy. This was done 
in full view of them (who must have seen the whole movement), 
and had to be done in the utmost haste. I believe Captain 
Cline and spine of his men were ndt even dismounted in the 
fight, but canttot assert positively. When the left wing of the 
enemy had approached to within common rifle-shot, we com- 
menced firings and very soon threw the norlheru branch of \the 
enemy's line into disorder. This continued some fifteen, or 
twenty minutes^ which gave us an uncommon opportunity to 
annoy them. Captain Cline and his men soon got out of 
ammunition, ajsd retired ac^ss the river. 
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Atce? ihe ^eu^'swy ralliedj 'we iKp^./up our -%e, . uratil,- by the 
leswhig ot" . one ■4ud another, \ve, laad btit six or sev;m left • We „ 
then, i'etked across the rivei;.. We had one saan killed — a Mr. 
Powers, froiis Captain Cline's company : — in the fight. One of 
my, m&n, a Mp.. Paf tridgc, was shot in crossing .the river. Two 
or three of the party who took part in the fight are yet missing, 
and may be lost or taken prisoners. Two were wounded; 
namely, Dr, IJpdegraif and a Mr. Collis. I cannot speak in 
t'jo high terms of them, and of many others I have not now 
time to mention. 

One of my best men, together with myself, was struck by a 
partially spent ball from the enemy, in the commencement of 
the *ighi, but we were only bruised. The loss I refer to is one 
of my missing men. The loss of the enemy, as we learn by 
the different stateuients of our own as well as their people, was 
some thiriy one or two idlled, and from forty to fifty wounded- 
After burning- the town to ashes and killing a Mr. Williams 
they had taken, v/hom neither party claimed, they too!c a hasty 
leaye, carryhig their dead and wounded v/ith them. They did 
not attempt to cross the river, nor to search for us, and have 
BQi since returned to look over their work. 

I give this in great haste, in the midst of constant j inter- ^ 
TuptioQS. My second son was with me in the fight, and 
escaped unharmed. This . I mention .for the benefit of his 
friends. Old Preacher White, I hear, boasts of having killed 
my son. Of course he is a lion. 

. John Brown> 

Lawrence, Kansas, Sept, 7, 1856. , 

Statement of ms Virginia, Plan to I^reperjck Douglass 

•.; .IN 1847. 

J^rom Douglass's '■'■Life and Ti7nesP 

Captain .Brown cautiously approached the subject which he 
^vished to bring to my attention, for he seemed to apprehend 
opposition to his views. He denounced slavery in look and 
language fierce and bitter; thought that slaveholders had for- 
feited their right to live, and that the slaves had the right to 
gain their liberty in any way they could ; did not believe that 
"moral suasion would ever liberate the slave, nor that politi- 
■cal action would abolish the system. He had long had a plan 
%'h!ch could accomplish this end.' and had invjted me to his 
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" laoiise to lay tSaat plan 'before s'sae ; lie IiacI ta^u some miw 
lookiBg for colored men to- whom he. could safely reveal Isis 
secretj and at trsaes he had almosi despaired of fiacliiig mch mm ; 
but now lie was encouraged,' for he saw heads of such risi^ iip 
m all direcdoiis. He had observed my course, at home and 
abroad, and lie wanted my co-operation. Hlo plan, as it then 
lay in Ms mind, had much to commend it. It did not, as some 
suppose, contemplate a geaerai rising among the slaves, and a 
general slaughter of the slavemasters : an insurrection, he 
thought, would only defeat t'se object ; but his plan did con- 
template the creating o£ an armed force which should act in 
the verj' heajt of the South. He was not averse to the shed« 
ding of blood, and thought th-'^ practice of carrying arms would 
be a good one for the colored people to adopt, as it would give 
them a sense of their manhood. No people, he said, could 
have self-respect, or be respected, who would not fight for their 
freedom. He called my attention to a map of the United 
States, r.ad pointed out to me the ranges which stretch away 
from the borders of New York into the Southern States. 
"These mountains," he said, "are the basis of my plan. God 
has given th^ strength of the hills to freedom; they v/ere placed 
here for the emancipation of the negro race ; they are full of 
natural forts, where one man for defence will be equal to a 
hundred for attack ; they are full also of good hidiug-places, 
where large numbers of brave men could be concealed, and 
baffle and eludes pursuit for z long time. I k|iow these moun- 
tains well, and could take a body of men into them and keep 
them there, despite of all the efforts of Yirgima to dislodge 
them. The true object to be sought is, first o£ all, to destroy 
tbe money-value of slave property ; and that can only be done 
by rendering such property insecure. My plan, then, is to take 
at first about twenty-five picked men, and begin. on a small 
scale ; supply them arms and ammunition, and post them ia 
squads of five on a line of twenty-five miles. The most per- 
suasive and judicious of them shall then go down to the fields 
from timfe to time, as opportunity offers, and induce the slaves 
to join them, seeking and selecting the most restless and 
daring." 

lie saw that in this part of the work the utmost care must 
be used to avoid treachery and disclosure. Only the most 
conscientious and skilled should be sent on this perilous diity ; 
with care and enterprise he thought he could soon gather a 
force of a hundred hardy men, who would be Content to lead 



lO 



the fsee Bad, adventurous life to wfeicls he proposed ,to train i| 
■Slueaa. V^iiea tiiese •were properly dtilled, and each man had f 
seimd the place for wliich lie ^vas best suited, they would begin f; 
^vork in earnest ; they woisld run off the slaves in large num- | 
bs?G, retain the brave a,nd strong ones in the mountains, and | 
send the weak and timid to the North by the " underground { 
raikoad ; his operations would be enlarged with increasing | 
numbers, and would not be confined to one locality. | 
When I asked him how he would support these men, he said t 
emphatically he would subsist them upon the enemy. Slavery 1 
was a state of war, and the slave had a right to anything neces- f 
sar^o his freedom. "But," said I, "suppose you succeed in | 
running off a few slaves, and thus impress the Virginia slave- i 
holders with a sense of insecurity in their slaves, — the effect i 
will only be to make them sell their slaves farther South." i 
" That," said he, " will be first what I want to do ; then I would { 
follow them up. If we could drive slavery out of one county, . { 
it would be a great gain ; it would weaken the system through- | 
out the State." ** But they would employ bloodhounds to hunt 
you out of the mountains." " That they might attempt," said 
he, " but the chances are we should whip them ; and when we 
should have whipped one squad, they would be careful how 
they pursued." "But you might be surrounded and cut o|f 
from your means of subsistence." He thought that could not 
be done so they could not cut their way out ; but even if the 
wprst came, he could but be killed, and he had no better use 
for his life than to lay it down in the cause of the slave. 
When I suggested that we might convert the slaveholders, 
he became much excited, and said that could never be ; " ne 
k..ev/ their proud hearts, and that they would neVer be induced 
to give up their slaves until they felt a big stick about their 
heads." He thought I might have noticed the simple manner 
in which he lived, adding that he had adopted this in order to 
save money to carry out his purposes. This was said in no 
boastful tone, for he felt that he had delayed alreaay too long, 
and had no room to boast either his zeal or his self-denial, 
Had some men made such display of rigid virtue, I should 
have rejected it as affected, false, or hypocritical, but in John 
Brown I felt it to be as real as iron or granite. From this 
night spent with John Brown in 1847, while I continued to 
mite and speak against slavery, I became all the less hopeful 
of its peaceful abolition. My utterances became more and 
more tinged by the color of this mart's strong impressions. 
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Brown's Plan as explainer in Canada s^^ 2858= 

Richard Realfs Rcpot^i. 

John Brown stated that for twenty or thirty yeasrs the idea 
had possessed him like a passion of giving liberty to the slaves ; 
that he made a journey to England, during which he made a 
tour upon the European continent, inspecting all fortifications, 
and especially all earthwork forts which he could find, with a 
view of applying the knowledge thus gained, with modifica- 
tions and inventions of his own, to a mountain warfare in the 
United States. He stated that he had read all the books upon 
insurrectionary warfare that he could lay his hands on : the 
Roman warfare, the successful opposition of the Spanish chief- 
tains during the period when Spain was a Roman province, — 
how with ten thousand men, divided and subdivided into small 
companies, acting simultaneously yet separately, they withstood 
the whole consolidated power of the Roman Empire through a 
number of years. In addition to this, he had become very 
familiar with the successful warfare waged by Schamyl, the 
Circassian chief, against the Russians ; he had posted himself 
in relation to the war of Toussaint L'Ouverture ; he had become 
thoroughly acquainted with the wars in Hayti ai.d the islands 
round about ; and from all these things he had drawn the con- 
clusion, — believing, as he stated there he did believe, and as 
we all (if I may judge from myself) believed, — that upon the 
first intimatign of a plan formed for the liberation of the slaves, 
.they would immediately rise all over the Southern States. 
He supposed that they woul^. come into the mountains to 
join him, where he purposed to vvork, and that by flocking to 
his standard they would enable him (making the line of 
mountains which cuts diagonally through Maryland and 
Virginia, down through the Southern States into Tennessee 
and Alabama, the base of his operations) to act upon the 
plantations on the plains lying on each side of that range of 
mountains ; that we should be able to establish ourselves in 
t!ie fastnesses. And if any hostile action were taken against 
us, either by the militia of the States or by the armies of the 
United States, we purposed to defeat first ^e militia, and nest, 
if possible, the troops of the United States ; and then organize 
the free blacks under the provisional constitution, which would 
carve out for the locality of its jurisdiction all that mountainous 
region in which the blacks were t«o be established, in v;hic!i 
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■ tkey v/e?e to be taisgl^t the useful as:id swechanical arts, and all 
tlie bissmess of life. Schools were also to be established^ and 
so on, , Tfee aegs'oes were to be his soldiers. 

Provisional Constitution and Ordinances for the People 
OF THE. United States. 

[This is the preamble of the constitution drawn up by Brcwn in 1858 for 
the goveramsnt of the slaves ^yhom he proposed to free.] 

Preamble. 

Whereas slavery, throughout its entire existence in the 
Uiaited States, is none other than a most barbarous, unpro- 
voked, and unjustifiable war of one portion of its citizens upon 
another portion —the only conditions of which are perpetual 
imprisonment and hopeless servitude or absolute extermination 
— -ia utter disregard and violation of those e,.j;rnal and self- 
evident truths set forth in our Declaration of Independence : 

Therefore^ we, citizens of the United States, and the op- ' 
pressed people who by a recent decision of the Supreme Court 
are declared to have no rights which the white man is bound 
to respect, together with all other people degraded by the laws 
thereof, do, for the time being, ordain and establish for our- 
selves the following Provisional Constitution and Ordinances, 
the better to protect our persons, property, lives, and liberties, 
and to govern our actions : 



Old Brown's Farewell 

Jc? she Plymouth Rocks, Bunker Hill Monuments, Charter Oaks, , 
. and Uncle Tottis Cabins, 

He has left for Kansas ; has been ti ying since he came out 
of the Territory to secure an outfit, or, in other words, the 
means of arming and thoroughly equipping his regular minute- 
men, who are mixed up with the people of Kansas. And he 
leaves the States with a feeling of deepest sadness, that after 
having exhausted his own small meaas, and with his family 
and his brave men suffered hunger, cold, nakedness, and some 
of them sickness, wounds, imprisonment in irons, with extreme 
cruel treatment, and others death; ^that after lying on the 

• I 

t 



as 

grousjd for aioatte ia tlje m&st skMyj uEmvltokssisCs assi 5i?5> 
comf Citable places, some ©f the dmawatli sick aad weimdedp^ 
destitute of any shelter, hiaiited Hke %vokeSp aaid s?i3S:aiEied' an' 
part by latiiasis ; that after all this, m oMer to ssiataiji a 'ca^as'^ 
whick every citizea of this "glorious republic" is isiidigr equal 
moral oWigafcioin to do,, and for the neglect o£ wlslch lie larill 
be held accoimtabie by God,™ a cause in which every maisj 
woman, and child of the entire human family ha.^ a deep and 
awful interest, — that whea no ■wages are asked or, expected, 
he cannot secure, amid all the wealth, luxury, and estravs^nce 
of this "heaven-exalted" people, even the necessary supplies 
of the common soldier. " How are the mighty fallen ! " 

I am destitute of horses, baggage-wagons, tesits, harness, 
saddles, bridles, holsters, spurs, and belts ; camp equipage, 
such as cooking and eating utensils, blankets, knapsacks, 
intrenching-tools, axes, shovels, spades, mattocks, crowbars; 
have not a supply of ammunition havfe not money sufficient 
to pay freight and travelling expenses ; and left my fanuly 
poorly supplied with common necessaries. 

Boston, April, 1857. 

John Brown to F. B. Sanborn, 

Peterboro, N.Y., Feb. 24, 1858. • 
Afy dear Friend^- — Mr. Morton has taken the liberty of say- 
ing to me that you felt half inclined to make a common cause 
with me. I greatly rejoice at this; for I believe when you 
come to look at the ample field I labor in, and the rich harvest 
which not only this entire country, but the whole world during 
the presenjt and future generations may reap from its success- 
fell cultivation, you will feel that you are out of your element 
until you find you are In it, an entire unit. "What an incon- 
ceivable amount of good you might so effect by yoiar counsel, 
your exaraple, your encouragement, your natural aiid acquired 
ability for active service! And, then, how very little we can 
possibly lose 1 Certainly the cause is enough to iive for> If not 

to for. I have only had this one opportunity, in a life of 

nearly sixty years; and could I be continued ten times as long 
again, I might not again have another equal opportunity. 
God has honored but comparatively a very small part of Hian- 
Idnd with any possible chance for such mighty and soul- 
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satasfymg .rewards. , But, "my dear friend, if you should amak? 
up yoisr mind, to do so^ I trust ifc will be wholly srom the 
' propptiijgs of your owk spirit, after having thoroughly counted 
the cost. I would flatter no man into such a measures if I 
could do it ever so easily. 

I ejjpect nothing but to " endure hardness " ; but I expeqt 
to effect a mighty conquest, even though it be like .he last 
victory of Samson. I felt for a number of years, in earlier life, 
a steady, strong desire to die ; but since I saw any prospect of 
becoming a " reaper " in the great harvest, I have not only felt 
quite willing to live, but have enjoyed life much ; and am now 
rather anxious to live for a few years more. 

Your sincere friend, 

John Brown. 

John Brown to Theodore Parkkr. 

Boston, Mass., March 7, 1858. 

Jfy dear Sir, — Since you know I have an almost countless 
brood of poor hungry chickens to " scratch for," you will not 
reproach me fpr scratching even on the Sabbath. At any rate, 
I trust God will not. I want you to undertake to provide a 
substitute for an address you saw last season, directed to the 
officers and soldiers of the United States Army. The idea'^ 
contained in that address I of course like, for I furnished the 
skeleton. I never had the ability to clothe those ideas in 
language at all to satisfy myself; and I was by no means 
satisfied with the style of that address, and do not know as I 
can give any correct idea of what I want. I will, however, try. 

In the first place it must be short, or it will not be generally 
read. It must be in the simplest or plainest language, without 
the least affectation of the scholar about it, and yet l>e worded 
with great clearness and power. The anonymous writer must 
(in the language of the Paddy) be "afther others," and not 
"afther himself at all, at all." If the spirit that communicated 
Franklin's Poor Richard (or some other good spirit) would 
dictate, I think it would be quite as well employed as the 
"dear sister spirits" have been for some years past. The 
address should be appropriate, and particularly adapted to 
the peculiar, circumstances we anticipate, and should look to 
the actual change of service from that of Satan to the service 



of God, It shoi!!!4 .be, in shori, a iiaosi: eayHeat aaid. powefml 
appeal to rsien's bqhsq of right and to t&eir feelings of hwsnasa" 
ity. Soldiers are sKen, and no man casa certainly icaicalate thst 
value and importance of getting a single " nail into old Captam 
ICidd's cliest." It should be provided beforeliand, and 
ready in advassce to distribute by all persojiSj, male and female^ 
who may be disposed to favor the right. 

I also want a similar shori address, appropriate to the p2cul° 
iar circumstances, intended for all persons, old and young, 
male and female, slaveholding and non-slavenolding^ to be SQnt 
out broadcast over the entire nation. So by every male and 
female prisoner on being set at liberty, and to be read by thesii 
during confinement. I know that men will listen, and refleetj 
too, under such circumstances. Persons will hear your anti= 
slavery lectures and abolition lectures whea they have become 
virtually slaves themselves. The impressions made on prison- 
ers by kindness and plain dealing, instead of barbarous and 
cruel treatment, such as they might give» and instead of being 
slaughtered like wild reptiles, as they might very naturally 
expect, are not only powerful, but lasting. Femak-5 are sus- 
ceptible of being carried away entirely by tike kindness of an 
intrepid and magnanimous soldier, even when his bare name 
was but a terror the day previous. Now, dear sir, I have told 
you about as well as I know how what I am anxious, at once 
to secure. V.'ill you write the tracts, or get them written, so 
that I may commence colporteur? 

Very respectfully your friend, 

John BROWNi 

Brown's Words tq Governor Wise at Harper's Ferry. 

Governor, I have from all appearances not more than fif- 
teen or twenty years the start of you in the journey to that 
eternity of which you- kindly warn me ; and, whether my time 
here shall be fifteen months or fifteen days or Sfteen hours, 
I am equally prepared to go. There is an eternity behind 
and an eternity before; and this little sjpeck in the centre, 
however long, is but comparatively a minute. The difference 
between your tenure and mine is trifling, and I therefore tell 
you to be prepared. I am prepared. You all have a heavy 
responsibility, and it behooves you to prepare more than i| 
does me. 



|oBN Brown's Last Se^eech to -nm Court (Hoy. s, 2859). 

■I h&vQ, may it please the Coisrtij, a few T/ords to say. 

Ie the irst place, ^. deny everything but ^vliat I have all 
along admitted, — -the design on my part to free the slaves. I 
■IiiteHded ceitainly to have made a clean thing oi that matter, 
as I did last winter, when I v/ent i-tito Missouri and there took 
slaves "Sfithout the snapping of a gun on either side, moved 
them through the countryj and finally left them In Canada. I 
designed to have done the s^me thing again, on a larger scale. 
That was all I intended. I never did intend murder, or 
treason, or the destruction of property, or to excite or incite 
slav^is to rebellion, or to make insurrection. . 

I have another objection; and that is, it is unjust that I 
should suffer such a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner 
which I admit, and which I admit has been fairly proved (for 
I admire the truthfulness and candor of the greater portion 
of the witnesses who have testified in this case),— had I so 
interfered in behalf of the rich, the powerful, the intelligent, 
the so-called great, or in behalf of any of their friends,— either 
fatherj mother, brother, sister, wife, or children, or any oi£ that 
class, — and suffered and sacrificed what i have in this Inter- 
ference, it would have been all right; and every man in this 
cotut would have deemed it an act worthy of reward rather 
than punishment. 

This court acknowledges, as I suppose, the validity of the 
law of God. I see a book kissed here which I suppose to be 
the Bible, or at least the New Testament. That teaches me 
thit all things whatsoever! would that men should do to me, 
I should do even so to t^ein. It teaches me, further, to "re- 
member them that are in bonds, as bound with them." I 
endeavored to act up to that instruction, i say, I am yet too 
young to understand that God is any respecter of persons. 
I believe that to have interfered as I have done — -as I have 
always freely admitted I have done • — in behalf of His despised 
|M)or, was not wrong, but right Now, if it is deemed neces- 
sary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance of the 
ends of justice, and raingie my Mood further with the blood of 
my children and with the blood of millions in this slave coun- 
try whose rights are disregarded by wicked, ctuel, and unjust 
enadtnients,— I submit; so let it be done ! ' ' 

Let me say one word further. - 
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I 'fee! eatlrdy satisfied '^^kli the tyeatoiaaS I feave reijijivied 

on asy trial. Coiislderlng all t^e circissiastasiceSj, it bas bssa 
, more geasroiis tlsaa I espscted. Bufe I feel no coasdoiisaess 
. of gmlt. I iiave stated fsova tise first %vfeat was my intotioan, - 

and what was not 1 never fead assy design agasact the life o2 
; any person, not asiy disposition to comsjjs tressea, o? es^lte 
• slaves to rebel, or make any general lissiirrection. I laever 

sncouraged a^iy laaais to do so, but always «iiscouraged any idea 

of that Idad. 

Let me say, alao, a word in regard to the stateapessts made 
by some pi those connected with iiie. I hear it has been 
stated by some of them that i have induced them to join aae. 
But the contrary is true. I do not say this to injure themp but 
as regretting their weakness. There is not one of them but 
joined me of his o%vn accord, and the greater part of theip 
at their own expense. A number of them I never saw, and 
never had a word of. conversation with, tsli the day they came 
to me ; and that was for the purpose I have stated. 

Now I have done. 

Prison Lsttsrs.' 

To his Family. 

Charlestown, jEPFEfisow CouNTY, Va., Oct. 31, sSjg. 
My dear Wife and Children^ every one^ — I suppose you have 
learned before this by the newspapers that tvpo weeks ago 
to-day we were fighting for our lives at Harper's Ferry; that 

I during the figJ^t Watson was mortaily wounded, Olivec kiUed, 
'William Thompson lulled, and Dauphin slightly wounded;, 
i&at on the following day I was takea prisoner, imuiedlately 
after whicli I received several sabre-cuts oq my head and 
liayonet-stabs in my body. As neatly as I can learn, Watson 
: 4ied of his wound on Wednesday, the second — or on Tfaurs- 
third — day after I was taken. Dauphin was killed 
vwhen I was taken, and Anderson I suppose, a'so. I have 
L f s^^ been tried, and found guilty of treason, etc, and of 
murder in the iirst degree. 1 have not yet received my sen- 
I Iteace. No others of the company with. whom you were ac* 
I i quainted were, so far as I can learn, either killed or taken* 
j Under all these terrible calamities I feel quite cheerfuV iii the 
1 /assurance that God reigns and will overrule all for his glory 



' Ifee htHQt poaasble ■ good. ' 1 fed si® aosssebiaasieaa oi guilt 
Ml th^ raatter, nor even niord^eatiois m Qccmnt of my isiiprrs" ,\ 
oiment md nam ; and X feel pedestly sisre that v&ty soon no I 
eiembes" of my fasnily will fed assy possibl© disposiilon to | 
"blush ' Oft nay account." 'Already deaf f fiends at a distance, | 
v/itli kindest symfjathy, are cheeriisg me v/ith the assurance i 
that posterity, at least, will do me Justice. I shaii coanmend ' 
you all together, with my beloved hut bereaved daughters-in- 
law, to theisr sympathies, which I do not doubt will soon reach \ 
you. I also commend you ail to Him -'whose Hiercy endureth ! 
forever,"-— to the God of my fathers, " whose I am, and whom 
I serve." " He will never leave yois nor forsake you," unless 
yo® forsake Him. Finally, my dearly beloved, be of good 
comfort. Be sure to remember and follow my advice, and my 
e.'fample, too, so far as it has been consister't w'th the holy re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ, — in which I remaiv. a most f.rm and 
Jitumbie believer. Never forget the poor, nor think anything 
you bestow on them to be lost to you, even though they may 
be black as Ebedmeiech, the Ethiopian eunuch, who cared for 
Jeremiah in the pit of the dungeon ; or>as black as the one to 
whom Philip preached Christ Be sure to entertain strangers, 
f or thereby some have — " Remember them that are in bonds 
as bound with them." 

I am in charge of a jailer like the one who took charge of 
Paul and Silas; and you may rest assured that both kind 
hearts and kind fares Are more or lei^s about me, while thou> 
sands are thirsting for my blood. •'^ These light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, shall work out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory." I hope to be able to 
^?rite you again. Copy this, Ruth, and send it to your sorrow* 
stricken brothers to comfort them. _ Write me a few words in 
regard to the welfare of all. God Almighty bless you all, and 
make you "joyful in the midst of all your tribulations!" 
Write to John Brown, Chariestown, Jefferson County, Va., care 
of Captain John Avis. 

Ycur affectionate husband and father, t 

John Brow. 

— ^Yesterday, November 2, 1 was sentenced to be hang^ 
ois December 2 next. Do not grieve on my account. I a© 
sJill quite cheerful. God bless you ! 

Yours ever, 
, John Brown. 

f 



7J? 3Irs, €iWJ^ 

Mrs. L. Mau^a CsaiLSJ, ' OeroiayiR 35. , 

" My ^kar Friend,,-— sucfe you prove to IsSj tliough a strasag<5?s, 
— Your tMi&t klad letter' has readied awe, with kS^id oto 
to coMe ai^aTie aad take cate of ajie. Allow me to express ray 
gratitude for yow great syssapathy, and at the same time t<& 
propose to you a liferent cowsrse, t<5gether with my reasons iot 
wishing it I should certainly be greatly pleased to become 
personally acquainted with one so gifted and so kind; but 
J cannot avoid seeing soEie objecdoiis to it undsir present 
circurastaiices. ^rst, I! asa in chasg^e of a most humaae gen- 
tlemaii, who wltla his family have rendered me every possible 
attention I have desired or that could be of the least advan- 
tage ; and I am so far recovered Irom my wounds as i»o longer 
to require aursing, Tfeen, again, it would subject you to great 
personal inconvemeaoe and heavy expense, without doing m& 
any good. Allow me to name to you another channel throwgU 
which you may reach me with your sympathies much more 
effectualiy, I have at home a \dfe and three young daughters, 
the youngest but little over five years old, ^e oldest nearly 
sixteen. 1 have also two daughters-in-iaw, whose husbands 
have both fallen neai' me here. There is also another widow, 
Mrs. Thomp^n, whose husband fell here. Whether she is 
a mother or not I cannot say. All these, my wife Included, 
live at North l^ba, County, N.Y. I h^ve a middle- 

aged son, who has been in some degree a cripple from his 
childhood, wlio would have as much as he coidd well do to 
earn a liviug, H« was a most dreadful sufferer in Kansas, 
and lost all he had laid up. He has not enough to clothe 
himself for the winter comfortably. I have no living son or 
son-in-law who did not suffer terribly in Kansas. 

Now, dear fnead, w>uld you not as. soon contribute fifty 
cents aow, and a like sum yearly, for the relief of those very 
poor and deeply aiHicted persons, to enable them to supply 
themselves aad their childrien with bread and very plain cloth- 
ing, and to enable the children to receive a common English 
education? Wail you also devote yom- owii energies to induce 
others lx> Joia you in ^ving a like* amount, to constitute a little 
fund for ^ purpose Bamed I , _ 

1 canaot see- hxm yqiir' ctorissiag: here can me tLe- least 
good; and I am quite, <6bTtaiii! yo4i can do me immense good 
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where you are. I am quite cheerful under all my afflicting 
circumstances and prospects, having, as I humbly trust, " the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding," to rule in 
my heart. Tou may make such use of this as you see fit 
God Almighty bless and reward you a thousand-fold ! 

Yours in sincerity and truth, 

John Brown. 

To kis Family. 

Charlcstown» Jefferson County, Va., Nov. 8, 1859. 

Dear Wife and Children^ '^very one^—- 1 will begin by say- 
ing that I have in some degree recovered from my wounds, 
but that I am quite weak in my back and sore about my left 
kidney. My appetite has been quite good for most of the time 
since I was hurt. I am supplied with almost everything I 
could desire to make me comfortable, and the little I do lack 
(some articles' of clothing which I lost) I may perhaps soon 
get again. I am^ besides, quite cheerful, having (as I trust) 
"the peace of God, which passeth all understanding," to "rule 
in my heart," and the testimony (in some degree) of a good 
conscience that I have not lived altogether in vain. I can 
trust God with both the time and the manner of my death, be- 
lieving, as I now do, that for me at this time to seal my testi- 
mony for God and humanity with my blood will do vastly more 
toward advancing the cause I have earnestly endeavored to 
promote, than all I have done in my life before. I beg of you 
all meekly and quietly to submit to this, not feeling yourselves 
in the least degraded on that account. Remember, dear wife 
«tnd children all, that Jesus of Nazareth suffered a most excru- 
ciating death on the cross as a felon, under the most aggra- 
vating circumstances. Think also of the prophets and apos- 
tles and Christians of former days, who went through greater 
tribulations than you or I, and try to be reconciled. May God 
Almighty comfort all your hearts, and soon wipe away all tears 
from your eyes ! To him be endless praise I Think, too, of 
the crushed millions who " have no comforter." I charge you 
all never in your trials to forget the griefs " of the poor that 
cry, and of those that have none to help them." 

I wrote most earnestly to my dear and afflicted wife not to • 
come on for the present, at any rate. I will now ^ve her my 
reasons for doing so. First, it would use up all the scanty 
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means she has, or is at all likely to havr;, to m^ke herself and 
children comfortable hereaifter. For let me tell ypu that the 
sympathy that is now aroused in your behalf may not always 
follow you. There i$ but little more of the romantic about 
helping poor widows and their children than there is about 
trying to relieve poor *' niggers."" Again, the little comfort k 
might afford us to meet again would be dearly bought by the 
pains of a final separation. We must part ; and I feel assured 
for us to meet under such dreadful circumstances would only 
add to our distress. If she comes on here, she must be only a 
gazing-stock throtighout the whole journey, to be remarked 
upon in every look, word, and action, and by all sorts of 
creatures, and . by all sorts of "papers, throughout the whole 
country. Again, it is my most decided judgment that in quietly 
and submissively staying at home vastly more of generous 
sympathy will reach her, without such dreadful sacrifice of 
feeling as she must put up with if she comes on. The visits of 
one or two female friends that have come on here have pro- 
duced great excitement, which is very annoying; and Uiey 
cannot possibly do me any good. Oh, Mary 1 do not come, 
but patiently wait for the meeting of those who love God and 
their fellow-men, where no separation must follow. "They 
shall go no more out forever." I greatly long to hear from 
some one of you, and to learn anything that in any way affects 
your welfare. I sent you ten dollars the other day ; did you 
get it ? I have also endeavored to stir up Christian friends to 
visit and write to you in your deep affliction. I have no. doubt 
that some of them, at least, will heed the call. Write to me, 
care of Captain John Avis, Charlestown, Jefferson County, 
Virginia. 

" Finally, my beloved, be of good comfort." May all your 
names be "written in the Lamb's book of lifel" — may you 
all have the purifying and sustaining influence of the Christian 
religion 1 — is the earnest prayer of 

Your affectionate husband and father, 

John Brown. . 

NOVEMBBK 9. 

JP.S. — I cannot reinember a night so dark as to have hin« 
dered the coming day, nor a storm so furious or dreadful as to 
prevent the return of warm sunshine and a cloudless sky. But, 
beloved ones, do remember that this is not your rest,— that in 



UMs world you haVe no abidino' place or contirming city. ■ -To 
God and his infinite mercy I alv/aya commend you. ■ ■ 




From a Lelkr io Ms Wife, Nov. /6, iSjg. 



Now let me s',Vy a word about the effort to educate our 
daughters. I am no longer able to provide means to help 
towards that object, and it therefore becomes me not to dictate 
In the matter. I shall gratefully submit the direction of the 
whole thing to those whose generosity may lead them to under- 
take in their behalf, v;hiie I give anew a little expression of my 
own choice irespecting it. You; my wife, perfectly well know 
that I have always expressed a decided preference for a very 
plain but perfectly practical education for both sons and 
daughters. I do not mean an education so very miserable as 
that you and I received in early life 5 nor as some of our chil- 
dren enjoyed. 

When I say plain but practical, I mean enough of the learn- 
ing of the schools to enable them to transact the common busi- 
ness of life comfortably and respectably, together with that 
thorough training to good business habits which best prepares 
both men and women to be useful though poor, and to meet 
the stern realities of life with a good grace. You well know 
that I always claimed that the music of the broom, wash-tub, 
aeedle, spindle, loom, axe, scythe, hoe, flail, etc., should first 
be learned at all events, and that of the piano, etc., afterwards. 
I put them in that order as most conducive to health of body 
and mind ; and for the obvious reason, that after a life of some 
experience and of much observation, I have found ten women 
as well as ten men who have made their mark in life right, 
whose early training was of that plain, practical kind, to one 
who had a more popular and fashionable early training. But 
enough of that. 



Dear Frimid^ — Although you write to me as a stranger, the 
spirit you show towards me and the rause for which I am in 
bonds makes me feel towards you as a dear friend. I would 
be glad to have you or any of my liberty-loving ministerial 



To the Rev. - 



McFarland, 



The Rev. 



Jail, Charlestown, Wednesday, No°>r. 23, 1859. 
McFarland. 
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Mends here J -to talk and pray wkh . mis, I not a sSraisgek" 
to the way of salvatioa by (Christ. From my youth I have 
studied much on that siibject, and at one tim& hoped to be a 
-minister snyself ; but God had another work for me to do.- To 
me it is given, in behalf of Christ, iflot only to believe on him^ 
but also to suffer for his sake. But while I trust that' I have- 
some experimental and saving knowledge o£ religion, it would 
be a great pleasure- to me to have some one better qualified 
than myself to lead my mind in prayer and meditation, now 
that my time is so near a close. You may wonder, are there 
no ministers of the gospel here? I answ/er, no. There are no 
ministers of Christ here. These ministers who profess to be 
Christian, and hold slaves or advocate slavery, I cannot abide 
them. My kn^es will not bend in prayer with them, while 
their hands are stained with the blood of souls. * The subject 
you mention as having been preaching on the day before you 
mote to me is one which I have often thought of siuce my 
imprisonment. I think I feel as happy as Paul did when he 
lay in prison. He knew if they killed him, it would greatly 
advance the cause of Christ ; that was the reason he rejoiced 
so. On that same ground " I do rejoice, yea, and will re- 
joice." Let them hang me; I forgive them, and may God 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. I ha\'e no 
regret for the transaction for which I am condemned. I went 
against the laws of men, it is true, but " whether it be right to 
obey God or men, judge ye." Christ told me to remember 
them that xvere in bonds as bound with them, to do towards 
them as I would wish them to do towards me in similar cir- 
cumstances. My conscience bade me do that. I tried to do 
itj but failed. Therefore I have no regret on that score. I 
have no sorrow either as to the result, only for my poor wife 
and children. They have suffered much, and it is hard to 
leave them uncared for. But God will be a husband to the 
widow and a father to the fatherless. 

I have frequently been in Wooster, and if any of my old 
friends from about Akron are there, you can show them this 
letter. I have but a few more days, and I feel anxious to be 
av;ay " where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
ase at rest." Farewell. 

Yout fiiendj aad the Mend ©f all friends of libertys, 
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7> H9H. D. K. nidtn, 

Charlestown, Jefferson County, Va^ 
Hon, D. R. TilDEN. Monday, Nov. 2§, 1859- 

My dear .S'lr,-— Your most kind and comforting letter of the 
33d inst. is received. I have no language to express the 
feelings of gratitude and obligation I am under for your kind 
interest in my behalf ever since my disaster. The great bulk 
of mankind estimate each other's actions and motives by the 
measure of success or otherwise that attends them through 
life. By that rule, I have been one of the worst and one of the 
best of men. I do not claim to have been one of the latter, 
and I leave it to an imp^ial tribunal to decide whether the 
world has been the worse or the better for my living and dying 
in it. My present great anxiety is to get as near ' /eadiness 
for a different field of action as I well can, since being in a 
good measure relieved from the fear that my poor broken- 
hearted wife and children would come to inunediate want 
May God reward a thousand-fold all the kind efforts made in 
their behalf! I have enjoyed remarkable cheerfulness and 
composure of mind ever since my confinement ; and it is a great 
comfort to feel assured that X am permitted to die for a cause, 
— not merely to pay the debt of nature, as all must. I feel 
myself to be most unworthy of so great distinction. The par- 
ticular manner of dying assigned to me gives me but very little 
uneasiness. I wish I had the time and the ability to give you, 
my dear friend, some little idea of what is daily, and I might 
almost say hourly, passing within my prison walls ; and could 
my friends but witness only a few of these scenes, just as they 
occur, I think they would feel very well reconciled to my being 
here, just what I am, and just as I am. My whole life before 
had not afforded me one half the opportunity to plead for the 
right. In this, also, I find inuch to reconcile me to both my 
present condition and my immediate prospect. I may be very 
insane ; and I am so, if insane at all. But if that be so, in- 
sanity is like a very pleasant dream to me. I am not in the 
least degree conscious of my ravings, of my fears, or of any 
terrible visions whatever; but fancy myself entirely compose^ 
and that my sleep, in particular, is as sweet as that of a 
healthy, joyous little infant. I pray God that he will grant roe 
a continuance of the same calm but delightful dream, until I 
come to know of those realities which eyes have not seen and 
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which ears have not heard. I have scarce realized that I am 
in prison or in irons at all. , I certainly think I was never moxtf 
cheerful in my Ufe. . . . , - 

Your friend in truth, 

John Browm. 

To Mrs. George L. Steams. 

Charlestown, Jefferson County, Va., Nov. 29, 1859. 
Mrs. George L. Stearns, Boston, Mass. 

My dear Friend^ — No letter I have received since my im- 
prisonment here has given me more satisfaction or comfcwt 
than yours of the 8th instant. I am quite cheerful, and wat 
never more happy. Have only time to wHte a word. May 
forever reward you and all yours i My love to all who 
love their neighbors. I have asked to be spared from having 
any weak or hypocritical prayers made over me when I am 
publicly murdered, and that my only religious attendants be 
poor little dirty, ragged, bareheaded and barefooted slave boys 
and girls, led by some old gray-headed slave mother. 

Farewell I Farewell I 

Your friend, 

John Brown. 

John Brown's Last Letter to his Family. 

Charlestown Prison, Jefferson County, Va., 
Nov. 30, 1859. 

My dearly beloved Wife^ Sons, and Daughters^ every one^ — 
As I now begin probably what is the last letter I shall ever 
write to any of you, I conclude to write to all at the same time. 
I will mention some little matters particularly applicable to 
little property concerns in another place. 

I recently received a letter from my wife, from near Phila- 
delphia, dated November. 22, by which it would seem that she 
vras about giving up the idea of seeing me again. I had 
written her to come on if she felt equal to the undertakings but 
I do not know that she will get my letter in time. It was on 
her own account, chiefly, that I asked her to stay back. At 
first I had a most strong desire to see her again, but there 
appeared to be very serious objections; and should we never 
meet in this life, I trust that she will in the end be satisfied it 
was for the best at least, if not most for her comfort 
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I am waidag the hour of my public murder with great com- 
posure dt mind and cheerfulness ; feeling the strong assurance 
tikat i& no other possible way could I be used to so much 
{kdvaatage to the cause of God and of humanity, and that 
nothing that either I or ail my family have sacrificed or 
sofferMi will be lost. The reflection that a wise and merciful ' 
aa w^ as just and holy God rules not only the affairs of this 
world, but of all worlds, is a rock to set our feet upon under 
all circumstances, — even those more severely trying ones in 
which our own feelings and wrongs have placed us. I have 
now no doubt but that our seeming disaster will ultimately 
result in the most glorious success. So, m^ dear shatterecl 
and broken family, be of good cheer, and believe and .i'ust in 
God with all your heart and with all your soul ; for he doeth 
all things well Do not feel ashamed on my account, nor for 
one moment despair of the cause or grow weary of well-doing. 
I bless God I never felt stronger confidence in the certain and 
near appr^ch of a bnght morning and glorious day than I 
have felt, and do now feel, since my confinement here. I am 
endeavoring to return, like a poor prodigal, aa I am, to 
my Father, i^rainst whom I have at^ys sinned, in the hope 
ata.% he may kindly and forgivingly meet me, though a very 
great way off. 

Oh, my dear wife and children, would to God you could 
know how I have been travailing in birth for you all, that no 
one of you may fail of the grace of God through Jesus Christ; 
that no one of you may be blind to the truth and glorious li^t 
of his Word, in which life and immortality are brought to li^t 
I beseech you, every one, to make the Bible your daily and 
nightly study, with a child-like, honest, candid, teachable spirit 
of k>ve and respect for your husband and father. And I be- 
seech the God of my fathers to open all your eyes to the dis- 
covery of the truth. You cannot imagine how much you may 
aoon need the consolations of the Christian religion. Circum- 
stances like my own for more than a month past have con- 
vinced me, beyond all doubt, of my own greit need of some 
theories treasured up, when our prejudices are excited, oar 
vani^ worked up to the highest pitch. Oh, do not trust yoiff 
eternal all upon the bobterous ocean, without even a helm or 
OMApass to aid you in steering ! I do not ask of you to throw 
away your reason ; I only ask you to make a candid, sober use 
of your reason. 
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My dear yowog diildren, will vou lii^a to thb lut poo«{«^ 
monition of oae cm oidf love you? be deten^^H^ 
ftt onoe to i^ve your whole heftrt to God, 8u»d Idt nodtii^s sliike 
or alter tbat resolution. You need have no tvut of n^grettios 
it Do tto^ he vun And thoi^dttiess, hut aober-iainded ; tad 
let me entrmt you «11 to love ithokt remnant of our once 
great family. Try and hwM up again your broken wftUs, and 
to make tiie utmost oi every stone that is left Nothing can 
so tend to make life a blessing as the consdousness that vour 
life and example bless and leave others stronger. Still, it is 
ground of tiie . utmost comfort to my mind to know that so 
many of you as have had the opportunity have given som« 
proof of your fidelity to the great family of men. Be faithful 
unto death : from the exercise ot habitual love to man it cannot 
be very hard to love his Kaker. 

I must yet insert the reaison for my firm, belief in the 4ir 
vine inspiration of the Kble, notwith^anding I am, perhaps, 
naturally sceptical, — certainly not credulous. I wish all to 
consider it most thoroughly when you read that blessed boc^ 
and see wh^er you cannot discover such evidence yourselves. 
It is the purity oi htut, filling our minds as wcU as work an^ 
actions, ^^ch is everywhere insisted on, that distinguishes H 
from aU tine o^tvesc tea<^i^ tibat commends it to my consciences 
Whether' my heart be wilUng and obedient or not, the induce* 
ment that it hokb out is another rt^SKm oi my conviction oi its 
truth and genuinaaess; biit I do not omit tikis, my last 
argument on the Bible, that eternal life is what my soul is 
painting after tlus mcmient I mention this as a reason for 
endeavoring to leave a valuable copy of the Bible, to be care- 
fully preserved in . remembrance of me, to so many of my 
posterity, instead of some other book at equal cost 

I beseech you aU to live in habitual contentment with 
moderate circumstances and gains oi worldly store, and 
earnestly to teadi this to your children and children's children 
tdter you, by example as well as precept Be determined to 
know by exparience, as soon as may be, whether Bible instruc- 
tion is of divine origin or not Be sure to owe no man any- 
thing, but to love one another. John Rogers wrote to his 
duldren, Abhor that arrant whore of Rome." John Brown 
writes to his duldren to abhor, with undying hatred adso, that 
mm of all villames,-— slavery. Remember, "he that is slow 
to anger is better than the mighty," and '*he that ruleth his 
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spirit than he that t&ketfa a city." Remember aiso that ''they 
being wise shall shine, and they that turn many to righteousness, 
as the st&rs for ever and ever." - • 

And now, dearly beloved family, to God and the work of his 
grace I commend you all. 

Your affectionate husband and father, 

John Brown^ 

Tykg Last Paper wri/fen by John Brown, handed to One of tht 
Guards on the Morning of his Execution. 

Charlestown, Va., Dec. 2, 1859. 
I, John Brown, am now quite certain that the crimes of this 
guilty land will never be purged away but with blood. I had, 
as I now think vainly, flattered myself that without very mui 
bloodshed it might be done. 



"The life and Letters of John Brown" by Frank B. Sanborn is th* 
completest and best biogtaphv and, written as it was by one so intim 
with his work and purposes, to likely to renudn the final, authoxita^ve wor^ 
There are less critical works by Redpath and Webb; and Von Holst^ 
noUe essay has been translated and publiabed In a separate vdome^ m.' 
valuable introduction and notes by, Mr. Frank L. Steams. ** Echoes 
Harper's Feny" to a collection, edited by Redpadi in i86e, of the 
txibafea to John Brown by Wendell Fhimps, Emerson, Thornia, T 
Parker, Victor Hugo and ma(^y othen. 



